Recommendation letter 

For an applicant to the Erasmus Mundus Master of Science in Photonics
Introduction to the Erasmus Mundus Master of Science in Photonics
Photonics is now widely recognized as a major innovation enabling discipline for the 21st century. It can be defined as that field of science and technology where the fundamental properties of light and its interaction with matter are studied and applied.

Since several decades photonics has been penetrating in ever more applications and household appliances, starting with the use of the first commercial laser diodes in CD players. At present, photonics is a discipline of key importance in industrial sectors such as the tele- and data communication, the display and printing industry, the biotechnology industry, the energy sector, the medical instrumentation sector, etc..

European researchers, both in industry and universities, have traditionally been very active and visible in many of the developments in photonics. Much of the photonics research has been stimulated actively through European funding and several European university groups have now access to high-end design software as well as fabrication and characterisation equipment.  

Since a few years, a specific Master of Science programme in photonics has been established in universities in Belgium, Scotland and Sweden. These five universities are now jointly organising the Erasmus Mundus Master of Science in Photonics programme, allowing both EU and non-EU students to enroll in an international educational programme and spending a year in two of the above three countries.
The Master of Science programme in Photonics is sponsored by the European Union, which yearly provides about 20 scholarships to non-EU students and EU-students. These Erasmus Mundus scholarships are sufficient to cover all costs such as registration fees and living fees. These scholarships will be given to the best-ranked students.
EMMP admission criteria and selection procedure

The Erasmus Mundus MSc in Photonics offers admission to applicants who appear to have the highest potential for graduate study and who, with the benefit of a graduate education, are the most likely to contribute substantially to their academic or professional fields through teaching, research, or professional practice.

Candidates will be ranked according to the criteria given below:                           

- Obtained degrees. Applicants are recommended also to provide additional information (short course description, course credits,…) on the courses they have taken during their previous studies, especially in the fields of electromagnetics, optics, electronics, telecommunications and semiconductor physics.

- Grades/marks

- English language ability: as expressed by TOEFL or IELTS scores.
- Motivation statement: The candidates should write a motivation statement as part of the application form. Also details on scientific publications, earlier thesises, etc. can be provided here.
- Reference letters: Candidates are requested to ask at least 2 persons, who are very well acquainted with their academic performance, to send a letter of reference directly to the Office of the EM Master in Photonics. 
- A telephone interview will be conducted with those candidates who scored well on the above criteria.
Your assessment of the EMMP applicant 

As an assessment of the applicant for the Erasmus Mundus Master of Science in Photonics (EMMP), we would like to ask you to fill out this form, in English. This completed assessment form serves as your recommendation letter for the applicant. 

The applicant may send the reference letters under sealed enveloppes together with all other application documents or the reference may mail the assessment directly to the secretariat of the programme by the 1st  of May 2010. The address is:
Photonics Secretariat 
Ghent University 
Faculty of Engineering 
Department of Information Technology 
Sint-Pietersnieuwstraat 41 
B - 9000 Ghent, Belgium

Your assessment will be kept confidential and will under no circumstances be communicated to the applicant.
Assessment form to be completed

Name of the applicant

Family name: …………………………………………………………………………………..

Given name: ……………………………………………………………………………………

Application ID (obligatory): ……...
Please give your advice on the following items: 

1. Academic performance of the applicant 

(Study results, ranking of the students in their previous studies…)

Please indicate the students ranking compared with his fellow students
	Top 5%

	Top 10 %
	Top 15-20%
	Top 20-25%
	Below top 25%


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

2. Research capacity, potential and skills of the applicant 

(Dissertation or research papers, possible research experience, critical attitude, analytical skills…)


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

3. Background and motivation of the applicant for graduate study in photonics 

(His/her knowledge of photonics, experience, motivation, …)

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

4. Language skills of the applicant
Indicate with a number from 1 to 5 the degree of your linguistic abilities

1 = Native speaker 

2 = Profound knowledge 

3 = Good practical knowledge 

4 = Elementary knowledge 

5 = No knowledge

NI = No information about the applicants skills

	
	English
	French
	Spanish
	German
	Italian
	Dutch
	Other: (specify)

………..
	Other: (specify)

………..

	Understanding 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Speaking
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reading
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Writing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


5. Please describe in general the strong and weak points of the applicant:

Strong:………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Weak:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

6. Please describe why you think the applicant is a suitable candidate for the EMMP: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Please state your relationship with the candidate:

Lecturer

(Former) employer

Promoter/Thesis Supervisor
Other (specify) : …………………………………………………………………………………

This assessment has been done by: 

Your name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………

Your title: ………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Your field of research/profession: ………………………………………..……………………………...

Your institute: ……………………………………………………………………………………………

Address of your institute: ………………………………………………………………………………..

Telephone: ………………………………………… Fax: ………………………………………………

E-mail: …………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Date:

Signature:

� The space available for comments is only indicative.
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