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Foreword  

 

Dear all, 
 

Busy days in the world of EMMP, or should we call it EMSP from 
now on?  
 

On April 29, we submitted a new proposal to the European 
Commission in order to be refunded again, as our proposal last 
year was considered excellent in all respects but was not ranked 
high enough in order to get funding.  The details of the new 
proposal were already described in the previous newsletter but 
we will highlight them once more, to keep all our current and 
former students up to date with the latest developments. 
 

As the end of the academic year approaches, we have the final exams for the students and 
the completion of the master thesis project for the second year students (who are busy 
writing these days and maybe doing some final measurements/experiments/simulations) 
and also, one of the most fascinating events of the year is approaching as wellΦ ¸ŜǎΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
talking about the Summer school. The details of the summer school will be explained in this 
newsletter. 
 

I wish all students a successful final exam period and a fruitful completion of the master 
thesis project for the second year students! 
 

I would also like to welcome our brand new students who will start the programme in 2011! 
 

Bert 
EMMP/EMSP Programme Officer 
 

New students  2011  

 
Last january, after the deadline for applications for the 2011 intake, the selection procedure 
for the first students to start the new programme began.  
Although we could not offer EM-scholarships, a very large number of students applied for 
the programme. The Consortium developed some modest funding mechanisms in order to 
lower the total cost for students, but still students had to find other financial sources as well. 
Some students found additional scholarships, some will be supported by their families.  
Almost 150 students submitted a complete and valid application from which a group of 45 
eligible students were selected for a second round. Then, it was up to the professors to do 
the telephone interviews. Finally, at the meeting of the selection commitee, a group of 25 
excellent students were accepted to the programme.  
 

We expect to welcome about 15 brand new students next September to start this master 
programme. 
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European Master of Science in Photonics  - EMSP 

 
In the December-issue of the newsletter, we described the new 
programme in great detail.  
The core and heart of the programme remains the same: a 2-year (4 
semesters - 120 ECTS credits) program, providing a top-quality 
education in all aspects of photonics which relies on strong courses, 
dedicated staff and motivated students. 
But there are some important changes, such as a change in the 
student mobility, in the course structure and in the partnerships. All of 
the changes have been developped in view of a move towards a fully 
integrated, true joint European master programme in photonics. 
And to underline this full integration, the professors from the Steering Board decided to 
change the name of the programme to: 

άEuropean Master of Science in Photonicsέ 
We know that the current and alumni-ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƪŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά9aatέ-label and 
abbreviation of the programme as EMMP represented a strong brand-name and 
represented a large EMMP-community. But from now on, we will continue as ά9a{tέ. We 
are confident that EMSP will become an equally strong brand-name as EMMP and we hope 
to include all current and alumni EMMP-students in a new EMSP-community. 
 

There will be some practical consequences: a new email-address Ψemsp@intec.ugent.beΩ, the 
name of our Facebook- and LinkedIn-group will change and the website will be restyled in 
the coming months. 
 

EMSP programme highlights  

 

New partnerships  
 
Core Partners: Ghent University (coordinator) , Vrije Universiteit Brussel, KTH 
Royal Institute of Technology, University of St Andrews 

 

    
  

Associated Academic Partners: National Taiwan University, Denmark Technical 
University, École Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, Universitat Politècnica 
de València 
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Integrated programme structure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photonics Event  
 
Each year, the IEEE Photonics Society Benelux Student Chapter organizes a Photonics Event, 
alternating in Brussels or in Ghent.  
 
This year, the event was organized in Ghent on March 16 2011. Over 100 Master and PhD students 
from Ghent and Brussels, as well as some students from UMons, ULB and TUEindhoven attended the 
Event. All 1st and 2nd year EMMP-students, hosted by UGent or VUB were among them.  
Photonic companies from Belgium and Netherlands (such as ASML, Caliopa, FOS&S, IMEC, Tyco 
Electronics, OIP Sensor Systems, Melexis, Trinean, Xenics, Lambda-X, Multitel and L.E.T. Automotive) 
introduced themselves to the students and vice versa, the students had the opportunity to visit the 
booths of the companies and talk with people from industry. 
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The Photonics Event gives the opportunity to master students, PhD students and professors to meet 
with companies with an expertise in photonics.  

Students get the chance to 
increase their awareness of 
future job perspectives and to 
get familiar with the photonics 
industry in the Benelux. For 
companies it is an occasion to 
strengthen their relationship 
with the university. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer school 201 1 

 

Location:  
University of St Andrews (Scotland, UK)  

 
Dates:  

June 26 2011 ς July 6 2011 
 
Accommodation: St Andrews, New Hall 

Check-in: June 25 (evening dinner included) 
Check-out: July 7 (breakfast included) 

The Consortium does not provide accommodation for students who arrive before June 25 or 
want to stay after July 7. We advise these students to find accommodation in a nearby 
youth/tourist hostel.  
 
Field trip:  

June 26 - 9AM (after breakfast) ς June 28 - 6PM (before evening dinner) 
The field trip is mandatory for all students, if students do not attend without good reason 
(e.g. health issue), the total cost of the field trip 275 GBP will be charged from the students.  

 
This year, the field trip is organized by the 2nd 
year students from St Andrews (Ashim Dhakal, 
Yafei Chai and Muhammad Khan). 
 
The two-and-a-half day field trip will take the 
students to the beautiful Isle of Skye. 
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Timetable: 
Students must attend all project sessions, all presentations and all lectures from invited 
speakers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The summer school ends with the graduation ceremony on Wednesday 6th of July around 
4PM. Afterwards, the students are free to return home but evening dinner and 
accommodation will still be available on the 6th, as is the breakfast on the 7th of July. 
 
Alumni-night: 

This year, we will again organize an alumni night during 
summer school. We invite all EMMP/EMSP-alumni to join us 
for a nice evening with the staff and current students and of 
course for one (or more) drinks...  
 
These students are invited 
to attend this single event 
or the entire UKSP/HELIOS 
Silicon Photonics Summer 
School at St Andrews. 
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Invited speakers: 
Each year, the summer school welcomes a number of excellent and world-renowned 
speakers from all over the world. This year, as the EMMP summer school teamed up and 
joined forces with the UKSP/HELIOS Silicon summer school, the list of speakers is quite 
impressive: 
   
EMMP/EMSP invited speakers: 
Ҧ Prof. Trevor Hall, University of Ottawa 
Ҧ Dr. Andrea Di Falco, University of St Andrews 
Ҧ Prof. Ross McPhedran, University of Sydney 
Ҧ Prof. Kazumi Wada, University of Tokyo 
Ҧ Dr. Cary Gunn, CTO at Luxtera and Genalyte 
Ҧ Dr. Chris Doerr, DMTS at Bell Laboratories and Alcatel-Lucent 
Ҧ Dr. Jurgen Michel, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
 

UKSP/HELIOS invited speakers: 
Ҧ Prof. Graham Reed, University of Surrey 
Ҧ Prof. Wim Bogaerts, Ghent University 
Ҧ Dr. Andrea Melloni, Politecnico di Milano 
Ҧ Dr. Andy Carter, CTO at Oclaro Inc. 
 

Master thesis project  

 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ƛǎ ΨǘƘŜ ƛŎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƪŜΩΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ 
and follow some important rules and regulations concerning the submission, finalization and 
presentation  of the master thesis project in order to complete this successfully: 
 

Ҧ Make sure all the rules (which apply at the hosting university) regarding submission, 
finalization and presentation of your thesis are followed  

o e.g. students from Ghent University must submit the thesis on June 6, must 
apply all UGent-rules concerning the format and style of the thesis, must 
defend the thesis at a local thesis presentation 

o ask the local supervisor the details of the local rules which apply 
 

Ҧ EMMP-rules 
o submission: June 15 in pdf  

+ bring one coloured hard copy with you to the summer school 
o finalization: use the EMMP-frontpage as cover for the thesis 
o presentation: duration of the presentation is strictly limited to 20 minutes 

followed by 15 minutes of questions 
The order of the presentation will be communicated to all second year 
students one month in advance (at latest June 1)  

The final grading will be done at the summer school by an Examination Board and with 
respect to the grade which was given by the local supervisor. 
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News and highlights  
 

UGent/VUB:  

Ҧ Photonics event, connecting students and companies. 

Ҧ Prof. Roel Baets awarded with a prestigious ERC Advanced Grant 

 

KTH Royal Institute of Technology:  

Ҧ Strategic associate professorship in the near-field optics: Sergei Popov 

Ҧ Energy efficiency - the focus of an EU network of excellence 

Ҧ Prof. Min Qiu: new appointment at Zheijang University 

 

St Andrews: 

Ҧ School of Physics and Astronomy welcomes dr. Dave Rogers 

Ҧ St Andrews hosts the UKSP/HELIOS Silicon Photonics Summer School 

 

YouTube promotes photonics:  

Ҧ Why study photonics?  

Ҧ Engineering Your Future - Photonics Engineer 

 
 

Contact 
 

EMMP/EMSP Programme Officer: Bert Coryn  
 

Ghent University  - Dept. of Information Technology (INTEC) 
Sint-Pietersnieuwstraat 41, B-9000 Gent,  
Belgium 
 
 

Phone: +32 (0) 9264 9828  
E-mail: EMSP(at)intec.UGent.be 
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